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committed myself entirely to you at the beginning, had wived myself*
your ally and disciple, and here I am hesitating at the very 'outset,
timid and obstinate. Pray forgive me! I have sinned greatly and
have merely shown the smallness of my intellectual capacity. It
was, my duty to have laid aside all fear and to plunge boldly into
the fog of'renunciation; but I have been unwilling and have resisted.
If you spare me I shall make amends and quite -wipe out my ill-
deeds by a full and generous enfranchisement and remission of all
my old beliefs. I renounce, I forswear everything which I once
held true. Do not mind though I do not protest my belief in that
sky or earth which you wish to do away with. Nothing exists,
absolutely nothing. Go on and lead the way ; I shall follow. You
are certainly easy to follow! So dont refuse to lead on.

ANNOTATIONS.

And it is all doubtful., everything I have previously known"1.
Here my critic has written known for thought I knew. For there is
an opposition between the words / knew and is doubtful which
doubtless he has nevertheless failed to perceive. Nor must we set
his action down as malicious. If that were so he would not have
treated the matter so cursorily but would have pretended that the
contradiction was one of my creating and would have made a long
story of it.

Remember I say no minds, no bodies2. This is advanced in order
to give an opportunity for much pettifogging argument afterwards,
because at the outset, since I assumed that I did not yet fully
comprehend the nature of the mind, I put it in the list of dubious
matters. But afterwards perceiving that the thing which thinks
cannot fail to exist, and applying to that thinking thing the term
mind, I said that mind exists. Now this looks as though I had
forgotten that I had first denied the same, when I too|: the mind
to be something unknown to me. It looks too as if I had thought
that we must always deny the things which I then denied because
they seemed to me doubtful, and that it was impossible I should ever
compass the restoration of their certainty and evidence. We must
note too that throughout he treats doubtfulness and certainty not
as relations of our thought to objects, but as properties of the
objects and as inhering in them eternally. The consequence is that'
nothing we have once learned to be doubtful can ever be rendered
1 Of. above, p. 271, par. 3.                   2 Of. above, p. 273^ ad init.